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Making Sense of the ANTI-WOMEN, ANTI-SCIENCE, PRO-VIOLENCE, PRO-SLAVERY and Other
Crazy-Sounding Parts of Scripture

Have you ever read something in the Bible that sounded strange, troubling, or hard to explain?
You are not alone. Many people encounter difficult Bible passages through memes, videos,
social media, or even direct reading of Scripture, and are left feeling confused or unsettled.

This series will help us face those difficult passages rather than avoid them. Using Dan Kimball’s
book How Not to Read the Bible, we will consider how context, genre, history, and the whole
story of Scripture help us understand even the Bible’s most challenging verses.

Our hope is that this series will strengthen our confidence in the Bible as God’s inspired Word
and help us read it with greater wisdom, honesty, and faith.

To find out more about the book and Dan Kimball go to https://www.dankimball.com/about.




How (Not) to Read the Bible

Study 1 - Introduction

1. Why might reading (parts of) the Bible lead a Christian to abandon their faith? Which
parts do you think they might be?

Read 2 Peter 3:14-18

2. Which parts of the Bible disturb you or you find hard to understand?

3. Whatis the danger of misreading the Bible?
The four major facts about Bible study methods:
The Bible is a library not a book

4. What different types of literature are in the Bible? How should we read them differently?

5. The books of the Bible were written over a 1500 year period of time written by many
different human authors. What binds them all together? Why does this matter? (2 Tim
3:16; 2 Pet 1:20-21)

The Bible was written for us but not to us

6. What do you think is meant by this?

7. How then can it be the word of God to us today? (2 Tim 3:14-15)

Never read a Bible verse (always a paragraph at least)

8. What contexts need to be considered when reading a Bible verse or passage?
(immediate, cultural, historical, and place in salvation history)

9. ‘lcando all things through a bible verse taken out of context’. Jeremiah 29:11 is a verse
we like to encourage ourselves with. Read Jer 29: 4, 10-14. What is the context of this
verse? Who was the passage written to? What can we claim for ourselves from this
verse?

All the Bible points to Jesus

10. What did Jesus himself say about the Scriptures? (John 5:39; Luke 24: 36-49)

Pray Together

Ask God to help you grow in reading the Bible and pray that as you read the Bible the Holy Spirit
will lead you into truth.

Going Further: Watch How Not to Read the Bible Video Bible Study Session One by Dan
Kimball. Search for it on Youtube.



How (Not) to Read the Bible
Study 2 — Stranger Things

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be
ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. 2 Tim 2:15

READ LEVITICUS 19

The Bible is a library not a book

1. Leviticus is one of the books the Jews called the ‘Torah’. What does that mean?

2. Watch https://bibleproject.com/videos/torah-leviticus/

The Bible was written for us but not to us

3. Who were the laws of the Torah written to and why? (Lev 19:1; 1 Tim 1:8-11)

4. Which parts of this chapter are not prescriptive of Christian behaviour today? Which
parts are prescriptive of Christian behaviour?

5. How canyou tell the difference?
Never read a Bible verse

6. Which verses are the most baffling? What is the backstory to verses like Lev 19:19, 26-
28 for example? (See also Ex 23:24, 33)

7. What are some moral or ethical principles from Leviticus 19, which we can consider
wisdom from the law for us now?

8. Some people argue the Bible condones slavery. How did slavery in the Torah differ from
modern-day slavery? (Lev 25:39 - 43; Ex 21:2-4)

9. What does the Bible have to say on the way modern-day slavery is practiced? (Ex 21:16;
1Tim 1:9-10; Gal 3:28)
Pray Together

Ask God to help you grow in reading the Bible and pray that as you read the Bible the Holy Spirit
will lead you into truth.



How (Not) to Read the Bible

Study 3 — Boys’ Club Christianity: Is the Bible Anti-Women and does it
Promote Misogyny?

1. What was the status of women when God created men and women? (Gen 1:27 — 28)

2. Read Psalm 33:20 and Genesis 2:18. What does the Hebrew word ezer meaning ‘helper’,
used to refer to woman and God, suggest about the role God intended for women?

3. What was the consequence of the Fall for men and women (Gen 3:16-19)? What are the
wrongs women experience today that are the result of sin?

4. Skim the stories of Miriam (Ex 15:19-21; Micah 6:4), Deborah (Judges 4-5), Huldah (2
Kings 22), Esther (Esther chs 2, 8) and Ruth (Book of Ruth). What do these stories tell you
about God’s view of women in the Old Testament?

5. Inatime when Rabbis (teachers) did not speak to women at all what is surprising about
Jesus’ interaction with women? (John 4:1-42; 8:11; 12:1-11)

6. Inatime when awoman could not bear legal witness what is significant about the
people Jesus first meets after his resurrection? (Luke 24: 1-11)

7. How does Jesus and the coming of the Holy Spirit change the status of women for the
early church? (Acts 2: 17-18; Gal 3:28)

8. Notice how Paul honoured women (Rom 16) and made no gender distinction when
listing the spiritual gifts available to build up the church (Rom 12: 3-8; Eph 4: 11-12).

9. Read 1 Cor 14:34-35. What is the context of the church this letter was written TO and the
challenges they were facing? (1 Cor 1:10-12, 5:1-2, 6:1-8, 11:17-22, 14:26-40) What
might be the message FOR us? (See also Kimball p. 140 - 145)

Pray Together

Give thanks for the godly women who have had significant input into your spiritual life. Pray for
the women in leadership roles within our church.



How (Not) to Read the Bible

Study 4 - Jesus Riding a Dinosaur — Do we have to choose between
Science and the Bible?

Read Genesis 1:1 -2:2 and 2 Timothy 3:14-17

The Bible is a library not a book

1. Notice the language used in the Genesis account of creation and the parallel structure
between Days 1-3 and 4-6. What does this suggest about the type of literature this
chapteris?

2. The Hebrew word ‘yom’ translated as ‘day’ in Genesis 1 is used in other scriptures to
mean ‘over a growing season’ (Gen 4:3), ‘over a life-time or forever’ (Gen 43:9, 44:32) and
40 days (Deut 10:10). Notice how it is translated in each of those verses. What does that
suggest to you about the meaning of ‘day’ in Genesis 1 and age of the earth?

The Bible was written for us but not to us

3. Who were the original readers of Genesis 1? What do you know about the belief systems
they had been surrounded by? [Note: the author is likely Moses.]

4. Given their background and understanding of the world, what message does God
convey to the original readers in Genesis 1?

5. What message can we take for us from Genesis 1 (See also Eccles 3:1-11)? What
questions does Gen 1 not answer?

6. How can we trust the truth of the Bible if it is not a scientific statement? Or should we
discount science because it is not the word of God? (2 Tim 3:14-17; 1 Cor 2:6-16)

7. Has science in any way helped you in your faith walk with God?

Pray Together

Take time to praise God for his creation, the beauty and complexity of it and for his provision
of our needs in every way. Thank God for the insights of science that have helped us today.



How (Not) to Read the Bible
Study 5 — My God Can Beat up your God

| do believe that all paths lead to God. It’s a shame that we end up having religious
wars because so many of the messages are the same.

Madonna

1. What was humanity created for? (Gen 3:8; Ecc 3:11)

2. Read Genesis 11:1-9. What were the people of Babel trying to do? What did they believe
was the path to God? [Notice the irony of verse 4 compared to verse 5.]

3. How has fallen humanity pursued transcendence (rising above ourselves; reaching out
to God) over history, and in today’s world? What experiences help you transcend from
the ordinariness of life? Why don’t they provide lasting, eternal satisfaction?

4. Read Genesis 28:10-22. How is the path to God at Bethel different from Babel? How
does it point us to Jesus?

5. What do you know of the path to God in some of the major religions of the world.
Thinking about Babel and Bethel, which one reflects the problem with religion?

6. Comparing paths to God, how does Christianity compare to other religions? When can
Christianity become another religion?

7. Read Revelation 21:1-8 which depicts the consummation of God’s plan for us. How is it
possible that we might reach such a closeness with God?

8. How would you answer someone like Madonna who says all paths (religions) lead to
God? (1Tim 2:5-6; Acts 4:12; 1 John 5:12; John 10:9)

Pray Together

Give thanks together for the God of grace who has come to us to redeem us and reconcile
us to himself.



How (Not) to Read the Bible
Study 6: Rated R - The Horror of God’s Old Testament Violence

1. How do you respond to the violence in the Old Testament, especially times when
violence appears to be initiated or commanded by God? (e.g. 1 Sam 15:1-3)

2. The world of the Ancient Near East was violent. Accounts of non-biblical wars sound
similar to accounts of violence in the Bible. There are gods involved, enemies are
defeated and armies are said to be utterly destroyed. These accounts use hyperbole to
intentionally exaggerate and make a victory look good. Could this be the case in the
Bible? (1 Sam 15: 1-3; 27:8-9; 30:1)

3. Whydid God order the destruction of the Amalekites? What do we learn of his character
through the story of the Amalekites? (Exodus 17: 8-16; Gen 18:25)

4. Much of the violence attributed to God’s will appears in the time when Israel were
entering the promised land. What was God’s purpose? (Deut 9:1-6; 20:16-18)

5. What else do we learn about the character of God in the Old Testament? How can God
be both just and loving/forgiving? (Ex 34: 6-7)

6. Whatis God’s ultimate purpose for violence and war? How does Jesus’ coming, his
death and resurrection give us hope for the future realisation of this promise? (Psalm 46:
8-10)

7. Inthe meantime, how are Christians to treat their enemies? (Matt 5:43-48)

For now we see only a reflection, as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now | know in
part; then | shall know fully, even as | am fully known. 1 Cor 13:12

Pray Together

Pray for people you know who are suffering and struggling with the ‘why’ question. Pray they will
find peace and hope in Jesus.



