Why should Christians read the Old Testament?

Around 75% of our Bible is Old Testament. It chronicles the history of God’s acts with the story
of our redemption starting in Gen 1:1.

Word of God

1. Where do Christians of the early church say the Old Testament comes from? [Note: the
only Scriptures they knew were the Old Testament.] (2 Tim 3:16; 2 Pet 1:20-21; Acts 1:16)

2. What do the Old Testament writers themselves say about the origin of their words? (Ex
20:1, 22; Jer 27:2; Ezek: 12:1; Hos 1:1; Joel 1:1; Amos 3:1; 2 Sam 23:2)

Value of reading the Old Testament

3. Whatis the value of reading the Old Testament to the Christian? (2 Tim 3: 15-17; Psalm
19:7-11)

Jesus and the Old Testament

4. How does Jesus fitinto God’s redemption story beginning in the Old Testament? (Acts 2:
14-36; 13:16-41; Acts 3:18, 21)

5. What do you think it means that Jesus came to fulfill the law and the prophets? (Matt 5:
17-18)

Our Response

6. What were the early Christians encouraged to do with the Old Testament? What should
we do with the scriptures, including the Old Testament? (2 Tim 2:15; James 1:22; 1 Tim
4:13)

Pray Together

Look up one of your favourite Old Testament scriptures and turn it into a prayer. Share it with
your group.



