
Anglican Parish of Diamond Creek 
Knowing Jesus. Making Jesus Known. 

Church News 
Our current series: 

If you’re visiting today, welcome! It’s great to have you. 
Children are always welcome in our services. Someone 
up the front will explain what’s on for kids today. 
 
Feel free to stay for a chat after the service, meet some 
new people, and find out what else happens during the 
week. You can also Connect with us at stjohnsdc.info or 
using the cards in the seats. 

Catch up on talks at stjohnsdc.org.au 

Readings: Jan 7th John 1:19-28 Jan 14th John 1:29-34 Jan 21st John1:35-42 



New Beginnings 
A new year is upon us, brought in with parties, fireworks, and quite probably 
far too much food. But January 1st is a fresh start: Gym memberships 
skyrocket, and diets begin, as many people look to their New Year’s 
Resolutions to kick start good habits, and cross out bad ones.  

Self improvement goals are great things to strive for. We may like to be 
healthier, save more money, be more generous with our time and resources. 
All great things to try to achieve. The problem is though, that only around 
10% of New Year’s Resolutions are achieved. Many psychologists agree that 
when we try to change all at once, we rarely succeed. For a number of weeks, 
we may feel great about our new routine. We’re succeeding! But then we 
miss one training session. Or take the easy option for dinner, and get 
takeaway. It’s then so much harder to get back into those good habits that 
were just beginning. Truly succeeding in driving change takes time. We’ll fail, 
and fall into old habits.  

How good, then, that it is by grace that we’ve been saved! Ephesians 2:8-10 
says: 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. For 
we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do.  

This makes it nice and clear that our relationship with our God is founded on 
God’s grace, and not our efforts. We are God’s handiwork, created in Jesus, 
to do good works. As many times as we fail, Jesus is there to pick us up again. 
So we can keep on resolving, striving to be imitators of Jesus. 

So for 2018, resolve to get to know Jesus better. Paul writes in 2 Corinthians: 
“If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new 
is here!”  

How do you hope to grow in your relationship with God in 2018? Bible.com 
has some great bible reading plans, including ‘read the bible in a year’, along 
with a mobile app to remind you to read! Or perhaps you’d like to pray more? 
PrayerMate can help you with that, reminding you to pray for your friends, 
family, church and our world. 

Andy Barras -Communications Coordinator 



Prayer 
At our church, we pray expectantly, confident that God changes 
things as we pray. Here are some things we’d love you to saturate in 
prayer over the next few months: 

• Julie Blinco - Assistant Minister 

 Pray for Julie’s move and transition into her new role. Julie begins with 
 us on Feb 4th. 

• Kylie Pilkington - Children & Families Minister 

 Kylie begins as Children & Families Minister on 24th January.  Pray that 
 Kylie will slip comfortably into her new role in the office. 

• January sermon series 

 Look at Jesus! Talks from John 1. 

• Scripture Union Camps & Beach Missions 

 Pray for all those volunteering this summer, including: Lisa Schryvers, 
 Andrew Simpson, Kat Shields, Joanna & Mina Stubley, Alison & David 
 Blake. 

• Summer Under the Son 

 17-20 January. Pray for Tim, who will be doing the evening talks, and 
 for those from St John’s serving during the conference 

• Church Training Day  

 Prayer for the preparations for this training day, as well as the day 
 itself, Sunday 4th Feb. 

• Camp Crave 

 Pray for our High School Youth Camp, 9-11 March. 

• Easter Services 

As we move out of Christmas time, many people may drop off from 
church attendance again. Pray that they might look at church as more 
than just Christmas and Easter. Maundy Thursday 29 March, Good 
Friday 30 March, Easter Sunday 1 April 

• Going Bananas 

 Holiday Program for Primary School Children, 4-6 July 



Rosters: 9:30am Service and Hospitality rosters are now available for 
January 2018 on the welcome desk.  Please put your unavailability for 
Term 1, 2018 in Elvanto or contact the office. Term 1 roster will be 
available next week. 

Offertory Update - November 2017 
Budgeted giving:   $38,135 
Actual giving:  $37,903 

Giving via Direct deposit: 
Account Name: St John’s Anglican Church 

BSB: 063 246, Acct No: 1006 0757  

Dates & Details 
More at stjohnsdc.info & Community Noticeboard 

p|  9438 1264  e|  o ff ice@st johnsdc.org .au  w| st johnsdc .org .au  
Monday 9-2 |  Tuesday 9-3.30 |  Wednesday 9-4 |  Thursday 9-4 |  Fr iday 9-2  

Code Red 
If a day is declared “CODE RED” by authorities no activities, 
including Sunday services, weddings, or funerals will be 
held on the premises of any church of the parish on that 
day. 

Sunday 14th January   
St Michael’s 8am Holy Communion 
St John’s 9.30am Holy Communion 
St John’s 6.00pm 
 

Sunday 21st January 
St Katherine’s 8am Holy Communion 
St Michael’s 8am Study 
St John’s 9.30am  
St John’s 6.00pm 

Upcoming Services 

Combined Service 10am and Training Day at St John’s - 4th February 


